
Blessed are… 
the persecuted

Matthew 5:10-12





Blessed are…
the poor in spirit
those who mourn
the meek
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness
the merciful
the pure in heart
the peacemakers



Blessed are…
those who are persecuted



‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my 
account.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, 
for so they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.’

Matthew 5:10–12 (ESV)





Blessed are those who are persecuted
for righteousness’ sake

Blessed are you when (you are persecuted) 
on my account



‘If you are insulted for the name of Christ, 
you are blessed because the Spirit of glory, 
and of God rests upon you. But let none of 
you suffer for as a murderer or a thief or an 
evildoer or as a meddler.’

1 Peter 4:14–15 (ESV)



‘Fear not for I have redeemed you; I have 
called you by name, you are mine. When you 
pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
and through the rivers, they shall not 
overwhelm you; 



when you walk through fire you shall not be 
burned, and the flame shall not consume 
you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy 
One of Israel, your saviour… Because you 
are precious in my eyes, and honoured, and 
I love you.’

Isaiah 43:1b–3a; 4a  (ESV)





‘Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet 
trials of various kinds, for you know that the 
testing of your faith produces steadfastness.’

James 2:2–3 (ESV)



‘If the world hates you, know that it has hated 
me before it hated you. If you were of the 
world, the world would love you as its own; 
but because you are not of the world, but I 
chose you out of the world, therefore the 
world hates you…  If they persecuted me, 
they will also persecute you.’

John 15:18–19; 20b (ESV)



‘Do not think I have come to bring peace to 
the earth. I have not come to bring peace, 
but a sword. For I have come to set a man 
against his father, and a daughter against 
her mother, and a daughter-in-law against 
her mother-in-law



And a persons enemies will be those of his 
own household. Whoever loves father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of me, 
and whoever loves son or daughter more me 
is not worthy of me.



And whoever does not take his cross and 
follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds 
his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life 
for my sake will find it.’

Matthew 10:34–39 (ESV)



‘Suffering, then, is the badge of true 
discipleship. The disciple is not above his 
master. Following Christ means passio 
passiva, suffering because we have to 
suffer.’

Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship



‘Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great 
in heaven, for so they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.’

Matthew 5:12 (ESV)



‘Is anyone among you suffering? Let him 
pray.’

James 5:13a (ESV)

‘Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you.’

Matthew 5:44 fr. (ESV)



‘In your hearts honour Christ the Lord as 
holy, always being prepared to make 
defence to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it 
with gentleness and respect, having good 
conscience



so that, when slandered, those who revile 
your good behaviour in Christ may be put to 
shame. For it is better to suffer for doing 
good, if that should be God’s will, than for 
doing evil.’

1 Peter 3:15–17 (ESV)



Blessed are… 
the persecuted

Matthew 5:10-12


