
Matthew 5:1-12



Introduction
• Jesus made some promises to his followers 

in the form of suggesting consequences



Introduction
• Jesus was baptised  
• Jesus started to preach a message of 

repentance because the Kingdom of God was 
near



Introduction
• Jesus calls his first disciples  
• They needed to leave the familiar routine and 

follow him



Introduction
• Jesus starts to preach  
• The message of the Beatitudes give a picture 

of the character of the true people of God



Introduction
• “The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, 

because the LORD has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent 
me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim 
freedom for the captives and release from 
darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the 
year of the LORD's favour and the day of 
vengeance of our God,



Introduction
• to comfort all who mourn, and provide for 

those who grieve in Zion- to bestow on them 
a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of 
joy instead of mourning, and a garment of 
praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will 
be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of 
the LORD for the display of his splendour.” 

Isaiah 
61:1-3 



 …..the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. Matthew 5:3



Poor in spirit
• “How happy are the humble-minded, for the 

kingdom of heaven is theirs!” 
Matthew 5:3 JB Phillips 

• No one can enter the kingdom of heaven 
without being poor in spirit, all the other 
characteristics of a Christian proceed from 
this one  



What Poor in Spirit is NOT
• Being poor in spirit is not about how much 

money we have or don’t have



What Poor in Spirit is NOT
• Being poor in spirit does not mean knowing 

little about God 
• Spiritual maturity                                     

involves being and                                        
living according to                                         
God’s Word



What Poor in Spirit is NOT
• Being poor in spirit does not mean thinking 

poorly of yourself 
• God doesn’t want us to                                 

think poorly of ourselves,                                   
he wants us to think                                 
properly of ourselves 



What Poor in Spirit IS
• To be poor in spirit really means to realise 

that we are spiritually bankrupt, that we 
cannot save ourselves  
• “To be poor in Spirit is not to lack courage 

but to acknowledge spiritual bankruptcy. It 
confesses one’s unworthiness before God 
and utter dependence on Him.” Carson 



What Poor in Spirit IS
• “To some who were confident of their own 

righteousness and looked down on 
everybody else, Jesus told this parable.” 
Luke 18:9 



What Poor in Spirit IS

• “I thank God I am not like other men…I fast 
twice a week…I give tithes.”  
• “Have mercy on me, a sinner.”  



What Poor in Spirit IS
• Jesus said, “I tell you that this man, rather 

than the other, went home justified before 
God. For everyone who exalts himself with 
be humbled, and he who humbles himself 
will be exalted.”



How Can I Know If I am      
Poor in Spirit?

• The poor in spirit have a broken and contrite 
heart 
• The poor in spirit are humble



How Can I Know If I am      
Poor in Spirit?

• “Pride is so subtle that if we aren’t careful 
we’ll be proud of our humility. When this 
happens our goodness becomes badness. 
Our virtues become vices. We can easily 
become like the Sunday School teacher 
who, having told the story of the Pharisee 
and the publican, said, ‘Children, let’s bow 
our heads and thank God we are not like the 
Pharisee!’”



How Can I Know If I am      
Poor in Spirit?

• The poor in spirit have a broken and contrite 
heart 
• The poor in spirit are humble 
• The poor in spirit are dependent on God



How Can I Know If I am      
Poor in Spirit?

• “You’re blessed when you’re at the end of 
your rope. With less of you there is more of 
God and his rule.” Matthew 5:3 Message



How Can I Know If I am      
Poor in Spirit?



How Can I Know If I am      
Poor in Spirit?

• The poor in spirit learn to walk with God 
expressing continual dependence



How Can I Become            
Poor in Spirit?

• “Woe to me! I am ruined! For I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I live among a people of 
unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the 
King, the Lord Almighty.” Isaiah 6:5 
• “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” 

Luke. 5:8 



How Can I Become            
Poor in Spirit?

• Poverty of spirit leads us toward salvation by 
grace 
• Being poor in spirit becomes the foundation 

for all the other beatitudes that lead to 
maturity as a disciple 



How Can I Become            
Poor in Spirit?


