
Our Part in  
the Body  

Discipleship 
Team

Matthew 28:17-20          
Mark 8:34-38 



Making Disciples

!Jesus wanted to transform 
people into sold-out, radically 
committed disciples



Making Disciples
!….Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, 
baptising them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the 
age.” Matthew 28:17-20



Introducing the  
Discipleship Team

!Area of influence: Focusing on 
the committed



Introducing the  
Discipleship Team

!Focus statement: Encouraging 
people to grow in a closer 
relationship with God



Introducing the  
Discipleship Team

!Team Members and areas of 
responsibility including:  

!Fellowship Groups 
!Teaching programme,  
!Membership course and other 

courses deepening faith 



Introducing the  
Discipleship Team

!Elder with oversight            
David Brown   

!Team Leader                          
Rod Rose



Introducing the  
Discipleship Team

!What is our plan for making 
disciples of Jesus?  

! Is our plan working?



Introducing the  
Discipleship Team

! "Ultimately each church will be 
evaluated by only one thing, its 
disciples. Your church is only as good 
as its disciples. It does not matter 
how good your praise, preaching, 
programs or property are. If your 
disciples are passive, needy, 
consumerist, and not moving in the 
direction of radical obedience, your 
church is not good." – Neil Cole



Marked as a         
disciple

!“Do you know what the 
difference is – between a 
believer and a disciple?”



Marked as a         
disciple

!The Command: Make Disciples 
!Discipleship = mathetes: learner, 

pupil, someone who learns by 
following



Marked as a         
disciple
! "God’s primary plan for the 

Church is for disciples of Jesus 
to develop other men and 
women into disciples! There is 
probably no other more primary 
matter of negligence in the 
Church today than our failure to 
follow the Lord’s command to 
develop disciples. 



Marked as a         
disciple

! "Because of this gross neglect, 
many Christians think of 
themselves as an audience to be 
entertained rather than an army 
ready to march... Discipleship 
must function as the heart of 
church ministry.” Bill Hulk



Marked as a         
disciple
!You and I together are called to 

make disciples   
!Four Characteristics that 

describe a Disciple: 
!1. Remains 
!2. Obedience   
!3. Spiritual Fruit 
!4. Glorifies God



Marked as a         
disciple
! “It is possible to be a follower of 

Jesus without being a disciple; to be 
a camp follower without being a 
soldier of the king; to be a hanger-on 
in some great work without pulling 
one’s weight. Once someone was 
talking to a great scholar about a 
younger man, He said, “So and so 
tells me that he was one of your 
students.”



Marked as a  
disciple
! The teacher answered devastatingly, 

“He may have attended my lectures, 
but he was not one of my students.” 
There is a world of difference 
between attending lectures and being 
a student. It is one of the supreme 
handicaps of the Church that in the 
Church there are so many distant 
followers of Jesus and so few real 
disciples.” William Barclay



Living as a 
disciple
!“Then he called the crowd to 

him along with his disciples and 
said: "Whoever wants to be my 
disciple must deny themselves 
and take up their cross and 
follow me. For whoever wants to 
save their life will lose it, but 
whoever loses their life for me 
and for the gospel will save it. 



Living as a 
disciple
!“…Whoever wants to be my 

disciple must deny themselves 
and take up their cross and 
follow me. For whoever wants to 
save their life will lose it, but 
whoever loses their life for me 
and for the gospel will save it….  
       Mark 8:35-6 



Living as a 
disciple
!“...‘If anyone desires to come 

after Me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow 
Me.’” Matthew 16:24 

!“‘And whoever does not bear his 
cross and come after Me cannot 
be My disciple.’” Luke 14:27



Living as a 
disciple
! "You can find plenty of occasions 

mentioned in the Bible – where 
Jesus challenged people to make 
serious commitments – not half- 
hearted ones. And He still wants 
us to do the same. We must be 
willing to pay the cost of 
discipleship."  Dr. Jay Cook



Living as a 
disciple
!1. “Let him deny himself. . .” 
!“to utterly reject”, “to cast 

off”, “to disown”  
!Jesus should be our only  priority



Living as a 
disciple
!“But seek first the kingdom of 

God and his righteousness, and 
all these things will be added to 
you.” Matthew 6:33 

!To be Jesus’ disciple you 
surrender control of your life to 
his person and his power



Living as a 
disciple



Living as a 
disciple
!“For whoever would save his  life 

will lose it, but whoever loses his 
life for my sake and  the gospel's 
will save it.”          
  Mark 8:35 

! "If anyone would come after  me, 
let him deny himself. . .”



Living as a 
disciple
!2. “. . .Take up his cross. . .”



Living as a 
disciple
!Jesus must not only be Saviour, 

he must also be the one willingly 
served as Lord 

! In offering ourselves to Jesus as 
his disciples takes a conscious 
and sometimes painful process to 
achieve 



Living as a 
disciple
!The cross Jesus took up was his 

ultimate obedience to the plan 
and purpose of God 



Living as a 
disciple
!“I have been crucified with 

Christ. It is no longer I who live, 
but Christ who lives in me. And 
the life I now live in the flesh I 
live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave himself 
for me.” Galatians 2:20



Living as a 
disciple
!“For to this you have been 

called, because Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, so that you might 
follow in his steps.”       
    1 Peter 2:21



Living as a 
disciple
!3 “. . .And follow me.” 
!Jesus was not just teaching his 

disciples how to act in certain 
circumstances  

!He was teaching them to be like 
him in any and every situation



Living as a 
disciple
!The New Testament is highly 

critical of knowledge or wisdom 
as an aim in life 

!Gnostics: a belief that by 
accumulated knowledge people 
would somehow be acceptable to 
God



Living as a 
disciple
! It is not by wisdom or the 

accumulation of knowledge that 
we become effective disciples of 
Jesus 

! It is simply by following him



Living as a 
disciple
!Theological investigation and 

study are vital tools for a 
Christian but they are not the 
purpose behind discipleship  

!To be a disciple is to follow Jesus 
and to imitate his life, his values 
and his character



Living as a 
disciple
!Often in the western church we 

are so poor in our ability to 
simply follow Jesus 

!“Be imitators of me, as I am of 
Christ.” 1 Corinthians 11:1



Living as a 
disciple
!“Remember your leaders, those 

who spoke to you the word of 
God. Consider the outcome of 
their way of life, and imitate 
their faith.” Hebrews 13:7



Living as a 
disciple
!Follow him through his word 
!We not only learn about Jesus 
!We see how he interacted with 

his disciples 
!We learn the lessons they 

learned by being in his  presence



Living as a 
disciple
!Follow him in who he is in one 

another 
!There is much we can learn 

from each other 
!They will help share the load



Living as a 
disciple
!“And let us consider how to stir 

up one another to love and good 
works, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, 
but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the 
Day drawing near.”        
    Hebrews 10:24-25



Living as a 
disciple
!Follow him by sharing with him  
!We come to know other people 

by communicating with them and 
spending time in their presence



Our Part in the Body – 
Discipleship Team

!Part of the Team  
!Taking our place in growing as a 

disciple



Our Part in the Body – 
Discipleship Team

!Marked as a disciple  
!Remain in Christ, Living 

in Obedience, Bearing Spiritual 
fruit, Glorifying God



Our Part in the Body – 
Discipleship Team

!Living as a disciple  
!Deny yourself,  
!Take up your cross,  
!Follow Jesus



Our Part in the Body – 
Discipleship Team

! “Discipleship is a mandate for us as 
Christ-followers. We do not have a 
choice. His kingdom must be built on 
solid biblical principles that assure 
every new believer a solid 
foundation.” Rev. Dennis Ray Smith


