
Ready for Christ (mas)
Matthew 24:1-14



Ready for Christ (mas)

• How ready are you for Christmas?



Ready for Christ (mas)

• Ready in our daily lives for the 
day when Jesus will return? 

• The Bible shows us Christ’s 
return is:  IMMINENT and 
DELAYED



Ready for Christ (mas)

• “Dear children, this is the last 
hour; and as you have heard 
that the antichrist is coming, 
even now many antichrists have 
come. This is how we know it is 
the last hour.”      
1 John 2:18



Ready for Christ (mas)

• “The Lord is not slow in 
keeping his promise, as some 
understand slowness. He is 
patient with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but everyone 
to come to repentance.”   
  2 Peter 3:9



Ready for Christ (mas)

• “What will be the sign of your                  
coming and of the end of the 
age?” 



Ready to identify DECEPTION

• “Jesus answered: "Watch out that 
no one deceives you. For many will 
come in my name, claiming, ’I am 
the Christ,’ and will deceive many.”  
Matthew 24:4-5 

• “Many false prophets will appear 
AND DECEIVE MANY PEOPLE.”  
Matthew 24:11



Ready to identify DECEPTION

• “False Christs and false prophets 
will appear and perform great signs 
and miracles TO DECEIVE EVEN THE 
ELECT—if that were possible.”  
Matthew 24:24



Ready to identify DECEPTION

• “The hour has come for you to 
wake up from your slumber, 
because our salvation is nearer now 
than when we first believed.”  
Romans 13:11 

• “evil men and imposters will go 
from bad to worse, deceiving and 
being deceived”     
2 Timothy 3:13 



Ready to identify DECEPTION

• Jesus is calling us to do is to be 
aware and careful in how our belief 
and understanding is shaped 

• As Christians we have a 
responsibility to let the Bible   
shape our thinking 



Ready to recognise BIRTHPAINS

• “You will hear of wars and rumors 
of wars, but see to it that you are 
not alarmed. Such things must 
happen, but the end is still to come. 
Nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom. There 
will be famines and earthquakes in 
various places. All these are the 
beginning of birth pains.” Matthew 
24:6-8



Ready to recognise BIRTHPAINS

• “In a flash, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trumpet…”                
1 Corinthians 15:52  

•  “For the Lord himself will come 
down from heaven, with a loud 
command, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the trumpet call 
of God, and the dead in Christ will 
rise first”      
1 Thessalonians 4:16



Ready to face PERSECUTION

• “Then you will be handed over to 
be persecuted and put to death, 
and you will be hated by all nations 
because of me.”    
Matthew 24:9



Ready to face PERSECUTION

• “If the world hates you, keep in 
mind that it hated me first. If you 
belonged to the world, it would 
love you as its own. As it is, you do 
not belong to this world, but I have 
chosen you out of this world. That 
is why the world hates you”  
John 15:18-19



Ready to face PERSECUTION

• “But he who stands firm to the end 
will be saved.” Matthew 24:13 

• That ability to stand is not 
something we can do in or own 
strength 



Ready to face PERSECUTION

• “That is why I am suffering as I am. 
Yet I am not ashamed, because I 
know whom I have believed, and 
am convinced that he is able to 
guard what I have entrusted to him 
for that day”      
2 Timothy 1:12



Ready to avoid FALLING AWAY

• “At that time many will turn away 
from the faith and will betray and 
hate each other.”    
Matthew 24:10 

• God will refine the faithful like  pure 
gold and silver



Ready to reject FALSE PROPHETS

•  “And many false prophets will 
appear and deceive many people.” 
Matthew 24:11 

•What might have made its way into 
the Bible if the apostle Paul had to 
compete with TV preachers, 
facebook opinions and website 
“facts”?



Ready to reject FALSE PROPHETS

• It is easier to preach what you 
practice than to practice what you 
preach 

• “What you have heard from me, 
keep as the pattern of sound 
teaching, with faith and love in 
Christ Jesus”      
2 Timothy 1:13 



Ready to reject FALSE PROPHETS

• False prophets who compromise 
the gospel but whose message 
massages our ego’s or promises 
material benefits can sway many 
people



Ready to resist WICKEDNESS

• “Because of the increase of 
wickedness, the love of most will 
grow cold.” Matthew 24:12  

• Don’t be discouraged, it is a sign 
pointing to Christ’s return 

• Set our minds on things above and 
to cultivate the fruit of the Spirit to 
live out the hope Jesus brings



Ready to share the GOSPEL

• “And this gospel of the kingdom will 
be preached in the whole world as 
a testimony to all nations, and then 
the end will come.”  Matthew 24:14 

•We are a part of that incredible 
affirmation which stands for joy and 
forgiveness, hope and peace



Ready to share the GOSPEL



Ready to share the GOSPEL

• Into the pain the gospel can bring 
healing 

• Into the division and hostility the 
gospel can bring peace  

• Into the hopelessness and 
uncertainty the gospel can bring 
hope and security 

• Jesus wanted them to be ready 
preach the gospel until He comes



Ready for Christ (mas)

•Are we ready for Christ?: 
• Ready to identify DECEPTION 

• Ready to recognise BIRTHPAINS 

• Ready to face PERSECUTION 

• Ready to avoid FALLING AWAY 

• Ready to reject FALSE PROPHETS 

• Ready to resist WICKEDNESS 

• Ready to share the GOSPEL



Ready for Christ (mas)

•We, like the early church, live with 
the tension between the imminent 
return of Christ and the delay of His 
coming; that tension will be broken 
by the suddenness of His return  

•Maranatha: Come Lord Jesus


