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God in Charge 
James 4:1-17
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God in Charge



!
God in charge          

of our life together

▪ 1: We must combat strife and 
conflict v1-2 

▪ Strife and conflict arise out of 
illegitimate desires 

▪ These are quarrels within the 
church



!
God in charge          

of our life together

▪ 1: We must combat strife and 
conflict v1-2 

▪ “Peacemakers who sow in peace 
raise a harvest of righteousness” 
James 3:18
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God in charge          

of our life together

▪ 1: We must combat strife and 
conflict v1-2 

▪ It does not actually matter who is 
right over a particular issue if it has 
been allowed to grow into 
disobedience to the peace of Christ



!
God in charge          

of our life together

▪ 2: We need to seek God and his 
priorities v3 

▪ 'As it is the business of tailors to 
make clothes and cobblers to mend 
shoes, so it is the business of 
Christians to pray!'" Martin Luther
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God in charge          

of our life together

▪ 2: We need to seek God and his 
priorities v3 

▪ "you don't have time not to pray." 
Bill Hybels
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God in charge          

of our life together

▪ If you lack anything, pray!  

▪ If you have difficulties in your life, pray!  
▪ If you feel backed into a corner, pray!  

▪ If you are overwhelmed, pray!  

▪ If you want to see God move in our 
church, pray! 



!
God in charge          

of our life together

▪ 2: We need to seek God and his 
priorities v3 

▪ “You don’t have what you desire 
because you don’t desire God.”
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God in charge          

of our life together

▪ 3: We are to stay friends of God not 
the world v4-6 

▪ "You adulterers! Don’t you realise that 
friendship with the world makes you an 
enemy of God? I say it again: If you 
want to be a friend of the world, you 
make yourself an enemy of God." 
James 4:4
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God in charge          

of our life together

▪ 3: We are to stay friends of God not 
the world v4-6 

▪ “world” = all of those who are opposed 
to Jesus and all that He stand for  

▪ The world and God are two distinct 
objects of affection, but they are direct 
opposites
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God in charge          

of our life together

▪ "What do you think the Scriptures 
mean when they say that the spirit God 
has placed within us is filled with envy? 
But he gives us even more grace to 
stand against such evil desires. As the 
Scriptures say, “God opposes the 
proud but favours the humble.” James 
4:5-6
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God in charge          

of our life together
▪ 3: We are to stay friends of God not 

the world v4-6 
▪ “…We can easily become like the 

Sunday School teacher who, having 
told the story of the Pharisee and the 
publican, said, ‘Children, let’s bow our 
heads and thank God we are not like 
the Pharisee!’" Paul Powell
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God in charge          

of our life together
▪ 3: We are to stay friends of God not 

the world v4-6 
▪ We have been given access to all the 

promises of God and in the gift of the 
Holy Spirit we are promised his help, 
power and wisdom
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God in charge          

of our life together
▪ 3: We are to stay friends of God not 

the world v4-6 
▪ We are given one another to 

encourage, support, value and care  
for every person
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God in charge          

of our life together
▪ 4: We are to put God first v7-10 
▪ “Submit yourselves, then, to God. 

Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you. Come near to God and he will 
come near to you.” James 4:7-8
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God in charge          

of our life together
▪ 4: We are to put God first v7-10 
▪ True faith responds to God actively 

rather than passively 

▪ Our victory over the devil, which James 
says can be accomplished, relies on 
our action of living in a place of 
dependence on God
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God in charge          

of our life together
▪ 4: We are to put God first v7-10 
▪ "God goes out to those who approach 

Him“ Rabbinical saying
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God in charge          

of our life together
▪ 4: We are to put God first v7-10 
▪ “Don’t copy the behaviour and customs 

of this world, but let God transform you 
into a new person by changing the way 
you think. Then you will learn to know 
God’s will for you, which is good and 
pleasing and perfect.” Romans 12:2
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God in charge          

of our relationships
▪ "One of the marks of a certain type of 

bad man is that he cannot give up a 
thing himself without wanting everyone 
else to give it up. That is not the 
Christian way. An individual Christian 
may see fit to give up all sorts of things 
for special reasons ”marriage, or meat, 
or beer, or the cinema; 
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God in charge          

of our relationships
▪ "but the moment he starts looking 

down his nose at other people who do 
use them, he has taken the wrong 
turning." C.S Lewis
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God in charge          

of our relationships
▪ "Don’t speak evil against each other, 

dear brothers and sisters. If you 
criticise and judge each other, then you 
are criticising and judging God’s law. 
But your job is to obey the law,  not to 
judge whether it applies to you." James 
4:11
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God in charge          

of our relationships
▪ We love God by being humble before 

him; we love our neighbour by   
refusing to speak evil
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God in charge          

of our relationships
▪ Judging is not our job, and when we 

make it our job we are, in essence, 
making ourselves God  

▪ When we do this we are judging God 
by saying he is not up to the task
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God in charge          

of our daily lives
▪ “As followers of Jesus, we should be 

seeking Gods perspective. Are you, 
like me, overwhelmed and losing 
perspective? We need to stop and 
climb the mast of the ship of faith, to 
see life from Gods perspective. It will 
change completely what we see.” Anon
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God in charge          

of our daily lives
▪ “So don’t worry about these things, 

saying, ‘What will we eat? What will we 
drink? What will we wear?’ These things 
dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but 
your heavenly Father already knows all 
your needs. Seek the Kingdom of God 
above all else, and live righteously, and 
he will give you everything you need. 
Matthew 6:31-33 
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God in charge          

of our daily lives
▪ God hasn't left you out of His plan, so 

James is saying don't leave him out of 
yours! 

▪ Planning Is Good, But The Will Of  God 
Is Better 

▪ Today is the day to live for God! 
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God in charge          

of our daily lives
▪ Our plans should be evaluated by 

God’s standards and goals, and they 
should be prayed over with time spent 
listening for God’s advice



! God in charge

▪ God in charge of our life together 
▪ God in charge of our relationships 
▪ God in charge of our daily lives 
▪ “If anyone, then, knows the good they 

ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins.” 
James 4:17


