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Focus on Love

• “And now these three remain: 

faith,              
hope and  
love…”              
1 Corinthians 13:13a
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Focus on Love

• "Be completely humble & gentle; be 
patient, bearing with one another in 
love"       
Ephesians 4:2  
• "Make every effort to live in peace with 
all men and to be holy..."    
Hebrews 12:14



Focus on Love

• "Now I will show you the most excellent 
way." 1 Corinthians 13:1



• Love is more important than Spiritual 
Gifts 
• "If I speak in the tongues of men & of 
angels, but have not love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal." 
    1 Corinthians 13:1 
• Pointing to the fact that Love is a higher 
force

The importance of Love in our Lives



• Paul is saying that even if he were so 
blessed that he could speak with the 
greatest of eloquence in every language, 
but didn't have                  love, then his 
life was as                            useless as 
this ridiculous                        act of 
pounding on a gong                        to 
awaken non existent                     gods

The importance of Love in our Lives



• Love is more important than knowledge 
• "If I have the gift of prophecy and can 
fathom all mysteries and all 
knowledge, ... but have not love, I am 
nothing."       
1 Corinthians 13:2 
• "Knowledge puffs up, but love builds 
up." 1 Corinthians 8:1

The importance of Love in our Lives



• Love is the vehicle through which 
knowledge, information and instruction 
finds expression 
• In no way is Paul denigrating learning or 
study but it needs to be done with the 
desire to be doers of the word
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• Love is more important than faith 
• "If I have a faith that can move 
mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing."       
 1 Corinthians 13:2

The importance of Love in our Lives



• Faith is belief, visible and received 
• Faith response to circumstances 
• Faith which grows and deepens 
• Faith expressed in action 
• "The only thing that counts is faith 
expressing itself through love."   
     Galatians 5:6

The importance of Love in our Lives



• Love is more important than generosity 
• "If I give all I possess to the poor and 
surrender my body to the flames, but 
have not love, I gain nothing."               
   1 Corinthians 13:3 
• Paul is pointing to the heart motivation 
behind all our actions

The importance of Love in our Lives



• There are times when we are called to 
love when there are no possible benefits 
to ourselves and to do so cheerfully  
• To model the same kind of love that God 
has shown to us as his people: 
undeserved, unrestrained, unconditional

The importance of Love in our Lives



• "A new                               
commandment I                                         
give you: Love one                                     
another. As I have                                 
loved you, so you                             must 
love one                             another."                                           
 John 13:34

Practicing love in our everyday



• Jesus says that this is a commandment, 
not a suggestion 
• "Each of you should look not only to your 
own interests, but also to the interests 
of others."       
 Philippians 2:4

Practicing love in our everyday



• Love in our Family 
• Love in the Church and world 
• "By this all men will know that you are 
my disciples, if you love one another." 
      John 13:35

Practicing love in our everyday



• “God wants us to                              have 
soft hearts and                         hard feet. 
The trouble                              with 
many of us is                              that we 
have hard                           hearts and 
soft feet”                       Jackie 
Pullinger

Practicing love in our everyday



•We can, with God’s guidance, engage 
with the things in our power to impact 
•What kind of burdens are people 
carrying, and do we care enough to help 
them bear those burdens?  
• "They will not care how much you know, 
until they know how much you care"

Practicing love in our everyday



• The importance of Love –  
•More important than spiritual gifts, 
knowledge, faith, generosity 
• Practicing love in our everyday –  
• our families, our church, our world
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• “And now these three remain:   

faith, hope and love…  

• and the greatest of these is love” 
    1 Corinthians 13:13
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