
Living God’s Way  
In Forgiveness

Matthew 18:21-35



Living in 
Forgiveness

!“You will have compassion on  us; 
you will tread our sins underfoot 
and hurl all our iniquities into the 
depths of the sea”        
        Micah 7:9



Living in 
Forgiveness

!“as far as the east is from the 
west so far has he removed our 
transgressions from us”     
      Psalm 103:12



Living in 
Forgiveness

!“you have put all my sins behind 
your back”          
   Isaiah 38:17



Living in 
Forgiveness

!“I will forgive their wickedness 
and will remember their sins no 
more”            
  Jeremiah 31:34



Living in 
Forgiveness

!“Though your sins are like scarlet 
they shall be white as snow 
though they are red as crimson 
they shall be like wool”    
Isaiah 1:18



Living in 
Forgiveness

!“You are forgiving and good, O 
Lord, abounding in love to all 
who call to you”        
    Psalm 86:5



Living in 
Forgiveness

!Forgiveness needs to be 
understood and experienced in 
order for us to live God’s way



Forgiveness 
received

!“You are forgiving and good, O 
Lord, abounding in love TO ALL 
WHO CALL TO YOU” Psalm 86:5



Forgiveness 
received

!To believe in Jesus in this way takes 
courage  

!To face the reality of being in the 
wrong  

!To admit it to God 
!To reach out and receive his 

forgiveness through believing and 
following Jesus



Forgiveness 
received

!Enter into a relationship with God 
!New way of living being 

dependent on him  
!Being justified “treated as 

righteous”



Forgiveness 
received

!Made part of God’s family  
!A whole relationship is opened up



Forgiveness 
received

!“We achieve inner health only 
through forgiveness—the 
forgiveness not only of others but 
also of ourselves.”       
Joshua Loth Liebman



Forgiveness 
received

!For each of us to know 
forgiveness from God personally 
is the starting place to living 
forgiven



Forgiveness 
expressed

!“We all agree that forgiveness is 
a beautiful idea until we have to 
practice it.” C. S. Lewis  

!Through the whole NT is a serious 
calling on God’s people to live 
forgiveness 



Forgiveness 
expressed

!Ask God to forgive us our sins as 
we forgive others 

!Two dangers: 
!Deliberately holding a grudge 
!Living falsely 



Forgiveness 
expressed

!Spiritually we get bunged up 
when we let unforgiveness take 
hold 

!Unforgiveness is one of the things 
which will take away our joy



Forgiveness 
expressed

!“If in the midst of receiving 
forgiveness one does not forgive 
others, it is a clear sign that 
repentance is not complete”  
       James Houston 



Forgiveness 
expressed

!Have you ever been 
disappointed, let down or 
deliberately or unintentionally 
hurt by others? 

!To you Jesus says “let it go” 



Forgiveness 
expressed

!“For in him we live and move and 
have our being”        
    Acts 17:28



Living in 
Forgiveness

!Each of us needs to know 
Forgiveness received 

!Each of us needs to know 
Forgiveness expressed 

!What is God whispering to 
you about forgiveness   
today? 


